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Their legacy lives on in their beautiful chil-
dren. To all those sons and daughters, we say
as one Nation: Your moms and dads gave their
lives so you could live yours. America will be
there for you as well, as you grow into the men
and women your parents knew you could be.  

Their legacy lives on in those who fought
alongside them, our veterans who came home,
you, our troops, who are still in harm’s way.
Just as you keep alive the memory of your fall-
en friends, America must keep its commit-
ment to you. And that means providing the
support to our troops and families when they
need it and the health care and benefits that
our veterans deserve. This is our sacred trust
to all who serve, and the—upholding that trust
is a moral obligation. 

And finally, on this day of remembrance, I
say to every American, the legacy of these fall-
en soldiers, these fallen heroes lives on in each
of us. The security that lets us live in peace,
the prosperity that allows us to pursue our
dreams, the freedom that we cherish, these
were earned by the blood and the sacrifice of
patriots who went before. And now it falls on
us to preserve that inheritance for all who fol-
low.

They proclaimed our unalienable rights, so
let us speak out for the dignity of every human
being and the rights that are universal. They
saved the Union, so let us never stop working

to perfect it. They defeated fascism and laid
the foundation for decades of prosperity, so let
us renew the sources of American strength
and innovation at home. They forged alliances
that won a long cold war, so let us build the
partnership for a just and lasting peace.

And today, our forces are fighting and dying
once more, in faraway lands, to keep our
homeland safe. Some of you have come from
overseas deployments; some of you are about
to go. Let us make sure that all of us are wor-
thy of your sacrifice and of the sacrifices who
have fallen. Let us go forward as they do, with
the confidence and the resolve, the resilience
and the unity that’s always defined us as a peo-
ple and shaped us as a nation and made Amer-
ica a beacon of hope to the world.

So may God bless our fallen heroes. May
He comfort their families. May God bless all
of you, and may God bless the United States of
America. Thank you very much, everybody.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:28 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Col. Steven M.
Shepro, USAF, installation commander, An-
drews Air Force Base, and commander, 316th
Wing, and his wife Helen and their son Jona-
than; and Holly Jones, wife, and Stuart Jones,
son, of Maj. Gen. Darrell D. Jones. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Cochairs of the National
Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling
June 1, 2010

Good morning, everybody. I just met with
these two gentlemen, former Senator Bob
Graham of Florida and former EPA Adminis-
trator Bill Reilly. They will lead the national
commission on the BP oil spill in the Gulf,
which is now the greatest environmental disas-
ter of its kind in our history. Their job, along
with the other members of the Commission,
will be to thoroughly examine the spill and its

causes so that we never face such a catastro-
phe again.

At the same time, we’re continuing our ef-
forts on all fronts to contain the damage from
this disaster and extend to the people of the
Gulf the help they need to confront this or-
deal. We’ve already mounted the largest clean-
up effort in the Nation’s history and continue
to monitor, minute to minute, the efforts to
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halt or capture the flow of oil from the wrecked
BP well. Until the well is stopped, we’ll multiply
our efforts to meet the growing threat and to
address the widespread and unbelievably pain-
ful losses experienced by the people along the
Gulf Coast. What’s being threatened, what’s be-
ing lost isn’t just the source of income, but a
way of life, not just fishable waters, but a na-
tional treasure.

There are now more than 20,000 men and
women in the region working around the clock
to contain and clean up the oil. We’ve autho-
rized more than 17,000 National Guard mem-
bers to respond across 4 States. More than
1,700 vessels are currently aiding in the re-
sponse. And we’ll ensure that any and all re-
sponsible means of containing this leak are pur-
sued as we await the completion of the two re-
lief wells. I’ve also directed Homeland Security
Secretary Janet Napolitano and Admiral Thad
Allen, who is the national incident commander,
to triple the manpower in those places where oil
has hit shore or is within 24 hours of impact.

The economic response continues as well.
We’ve ordered BP to pay economic injury
claims, and we will make sure they deliver. The
Small Business Administration has stepped in to
help businesses by approving loans and allowing
deferrals of existing loan payments. We’ve sta-
tioned doctors and scientists across the region
to look out for people’s health and monitor any
ill effects felt by cleanup workers and residents.
And we will absolutely continue to hold BP and
any other responsible parties accountable for fi-
nancial losses borne by the people in the region.

But our responsibility doesn’t end there. We
have an obligation to investigate what went
wrong and to determine what reforms are need-
ed so that we never have to experience a crisis
like this again. If the laws on our books are in-
sufficient to prevent such a spill, the laws must
change. If oversight was inadequate to enforce
these laws, oversight has to be reformed. If our
laws were broken, leading to this death and de-
struction, my solemn pledge is that we will
bring those responsible to justice on behalf of
the victims of this catastrophe and the people of
the Gulf region.

Now, when Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
took office, for example, he found a Minerals

and Management Services agency that had
been plagued by corruption for years, corrup-
tion that was underscored by a recent Inspector
General’s report that uncovered appalling activ-
ity that took place before last year. Secretary
Salazar immediately took steps to clean up that
corruption. But this oil spill has made clear that
more reforms are needed. For years, there’s
been a far too cozy relationship between oil
companies and the agencies that regulate them.
That’s why we’ve decided to separate the peo-
ple who permit offshore leases, who collect rev-
enues, and who regulate the safety of drilling.

In addition, we’ve placed a 6-month morato-
rium on drilling new deepwater oil and gas
wells in the Outer Continental Shelf. And now
that a 30-day safety and environmental review is
complete, we’re making a series of changes.
The review recommended aggressive new oper-
ating standards and requirements for offshore
energy companies, which we will put in place.
And I’ve also called on Congress to pass a bill to
provide critical resources to respond to this spill
and better prepare us for any spills in the fu-
ture.

Now, all that has to do with dealing with the
crisis at hand, but it’s critical that we take a
comprehensive look at how the oil and gas in-
dustry operates and how our Government over-
sees those operations. That’s why I signed an
Executive order establishing this national Com-
mission. And I’m extraordinarily pleased that
Bob Graham and Bill Reilly have agreed to be
its Cochairs.

Bob served two terms as Florida’s Governor,
represented Florida in the Senate for almost
two decades. And during that time, he earned a
reputation as a champion of the environment,
leading the most extensive environmental pro-
tection effort in the State’s history. Bill is chair-
man emeritus of the board of the World Wild-
life Fund and is also deeply knowledgeable of
the oil and gas industry. He also was EPA Ad-
ministrator during the first Bush administra-
tion, serving during the Exxon Valdez disaster.

So I can’t think of two people who will bring
greater experience or judgment to this task. I
personally want to thank both of them for tak-
ing on this arduous assignment, for demonstrat-
ing a great sense of duty to this country.
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Very soon I’ll appoint five other distin-
guished Americans, including leaders in sci-
ence and engineering, to join them. And
they’ll work alongside other ongoing reviews,
including an independent examination by the
National Academy of Engineers. And I’ve au-
thorized the Commission to hold public hear-
ings and to request information from Govern-
ment, from non-for-profit organizations, and
from experts in the oil and gas industry both at
home and abroad, as well as from relevant
companies, including BP, Transocean, Halli-
burton, and others.

I just said in our meeting, in doing this
work, they have my full support to follow the
facts wherever they may lead, without fear or
favor. And I’m directing them to report back
in 6 months with options for how we can pre-
vent and mitigate the impact of any future
spills that result from offshore drilling.

Now, as a result of this disaster, lives have
been lost, businesses have been decimated,
communities that had already known great

hardship now face the specter of sudden and
painful economic dislocations, untold damage
is being done to the environment, damage that
could last for decades. We owe all those
who’ve been harmed, as well as future genera-
tions, a full and vigorous accounting of the
events that led to what has now become the
worst oil spill in U.S. history. Only then can we
be assured that deepwater drilling can take
place safely. Only then can we accept further
development of these resources as we transi-
tion to a clean energy economy. Only then can
we be confident that we’ve done what’s neces-
sary to prevent history from repeating itself.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Adm. Thad W. Allen,
USCG, in his capacity as national incident
commander for the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Transmitting Designations Under the
Kingpin Act
June 1, 2010

Dear__________:

This report to the Congress, under section
804(a) of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Des-
ignation Act, 21 U.S.C. 1901–1908 (the “King-
pin Act”), transmits my designations of the fol-
lowing five foreign individuals as appropriate
for sanctions under the Kingpin Act and re-
ports my direction of sanctions against them
under the Act: 

Haji Agha Jan Alizai (Afghanistan) 
Haji Bando (Afghanistan) 
Ousmane Conte (Guinea) 
Sergio Enrique Villarreal Barragan (Mex-
ico) 
Mohamed Bachir Suleman (Mozam-
bique)

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Carl
Levin, chairman, and John S. McCain III,
ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Max S. Baucus, chairman,
and Charles E. Grassley, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Finance; John F. Kerry,
chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Patrick J. Leahy, chairman, and Jeffer-
son B. Sessions III, ranking member, Senate
Committee on the Judiciary; Dianne Fein-
stein, chair, and Christopher S. Bond, vice
chairman, Senate Select Committee on Intelli-
gence;  Isaac N. “Ike” Skelton IV, chairman,
and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, ranking
member, House Committee on Armed Servic-
es; Howard L. Berman, chairman, and Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs; John Conyers, Jr.,
chairman, and Lamar S. Smith, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on the Judiciary; Sand-
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